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BOX 4.17

A Metacognitive Funnel

The metaphor of a metacognitive funnel for reading helps students recognize that their attention
during reading can shift. In a single reading event, students may find that their mind moves between
different kinds of attention or focus.

Notice Thinking

“It's too hot in here.”" "“When's lunch?” "What cool shoes!”

Focus on Reading

"Where did this character come from? | guess | lost focus.”

“Too much new information! What does it mean?”

Focus on Solving Reading Problems

"I need to figure out what this word problem is
asking. I'll chunk it to see if that helps.”

“This graph might help me understand the
key terms.”

"How could | put this in my own words?”

Focus on Disciplinary
Literacy Practices

“Which parts of this word problem
are irrelevant to solve for x?”

"Whose point of view is this?
Should I trust it?”

“Is there another
explanation
for this
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